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A Guest’s Perspective
Meet our former guest, Nancy. Nancy’s
daughter Kathy, was in a horrible car accident
on September 23rd, 2017 with multiple injuries
and was airlifted to Rockford OSF Hospital for
25 days of treatment. Then she was transferred
and admitted to Kindred Hospital – Sycamore
to get weaned off the ventilator and start her
re-habilitation therapy for the next 27 days.
What was your first impression of the House?
“How very nice, comfortable, warm and inviting
the House was.” She was very relieved to be staying
right next door to Kindred Hospital. “I didn’t
know where Sycamore was located, when OSF
told me that Kathy was going to be transferred to
Kindred, my first reaction was dread, it was 1 ½
hours away from our home. I was so relieved to be
told about Pay-It-Forward House. To be able to
stay at the House, and not having to worry about
the drive back and forth made a big difference in
my peace of mind, I knew that getting through this
stage of Kathy’s recovery was going to be OK.”
What was it like to stay here at the House?
“WONDERFUL!” “By the time Kathy was being
transferred to Kindred, I felt like I was a zombie,
I was worn out. But being able to walk back and
forth to Kindred and meeting so many of the
House volunteers who were willing to help me

get through this was just wonderful. I was able
to concentrate on Kathy’s healing and recovery,
and not having to drive was such a relief.”
Nancy said that during her stay, three of her sisters
came to be with her and to help with all of the
turmoil in caring for Kathy. One of her sisters
said that “Having us staying together in the same
room, brought back memories of our childhood,
and we reminisced about sleeping in the same,
shared bedroom when growing up together.”
Were there any surprises? “I was surprised
how willing everyone was to help us, when I was
so upset about my daughter’s injuries. But how
wonderful the volunteers were. One volunteer
even helped me carry my stuff to the car and
told me that I did not have to worry about any
of this, she said, ‘We’re here to help you, and
everything will be OK’. I really appreciated
those helping hands and reassuring words!”
What is your daughter’s situation now? Kathy
is living back at our home and getting stronger
every day. She is able to walk short distances with
the help of a walker and doing very, very well.
If you could share one more thing, what would
you like to say? “Thank you for having a place
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like this, it was such a relief for us during such a
tragic time, and a relief not to have to worry about
the financial burden of driving back and forth or
staying in a hotel room – such a relief! Tell them
that the Pay-It-Forward House is wonderful! You
can feel the love and care that you will receive from
so many supportive people surrounding you!”
Nancy’s sister, Vicki left us this note;
“Reflections: “I am with you, I am with you, I
am with you says the Lord. Relax in my healing
presence.” “This is what Pay-It-Forward House
has meant to me as I witness the pain and
fear that my niece has been going through.
This House has allowed me a resting place for
my body and spirit. Someone to talk with when
I needed it and silence to refresh myself when I
needed that. Thank you so much for this House
of peace.
The home-made cookies are enjoyed by all. I
love to eat one, or two in the morning to feel
the love of the volunteer bakers inside of me.
The peace I received here is passed onto my
family and the hospital staff. It is “paid forward.”
Thank you for your thoughtfulness in every
room of the Pay-It-Forward House. May God
Bless you in your coming ins and going outs.”

Volunteer Spotlight
Here are just some of the many volunteers and Friends of the House that help make our House a home. Their donated time and talents are a
precious resource which helps us keep the House comfortable year round, and helps make our guests feel warm and welcome. Their service on
behalf of our mission is priceless, and we and our guests are grateful too!

THANK YOU to our community for
making our annual All You Can Eat BBQ Buffet
Benefit Dinner at the Sycamore VFW another
huge success, despite the weather! We are
VERY grateful to all of our friends who helped
us get the word out that we were rescheduling
the dinner from Friday night to Sunday
afternoon! Great food, fun, and fellowship was
had by over 450 friends and families!
First, thank you to the members of our
community who supported this event, by joining
us at the Sycamore VFW Club or taking meals

home in the carry-out containers provided.
Second, we would like to give a sincere thank you
to Tom Ulrich and his team at Country Store and
Catering in Sycamore and his wonderful staff for
their hard work and dedication in preparation of
the delicious food for this event and great service
during the dinner. We would also like to thank
Ralph Townsend and his team at the Sycamore
VFW for hosting the event at their facility and
making all of our diners feel welcome.
A special thanks goes out to the Shaw Media/
Daily Chronicle for being our media partner for

this event and helping us spread the word to invite
everyone to attend!
AND ESPECIALLY thanks again for all of our
amazing volunteers who shared their time and
sweat-equity at the BBQ Benefit Dinner. Your
participation in this fundraiser helps continue the
human chain of kindness by paying it forward and
contributing to our mission at Pay-It-Forward
House, so that families in need of a good night’s
rest because of a loved one’s illness will find
a comfortable, warm and welcoming homeaway-from-home at Pay-It-Forward House.
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Dear Friends; One of our core values is Gratitude; gratitude for the
generosity of others who make it possible for guests to find a place of
rest and respite.
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Last fall, my husband, Craig and I were passing through Nashville,
TN, and we visited their Bicentennial Capitol Mall State Park. I was
moved by this quote engraved in one of the monuments; “Home is
a place where a person feels deep within himself that this is a place
where he can return to and be comforted and comfortable, a place
Joyce Mathey
where a person can feel physically secure because he is surrounded
by positive uplifting things. There is also spiritualness about home because home
addresses almost every need we have, even the ones we may not be consciously
aware of.” Alex Haley 1986
That quote, resonated with me and made me realize that, every day, I get to hear
how grateful our guests are for the comforts of home that YOUR generosity and
kindness provides for them. From the rugs on the f loor to the pictures on the walls,
to the cookies in the cookie jars, to the endless supply of toilet paper, and other
supplies, we are grateful. For the sweat-equity of our volunteers whom greet and
welcome our guests, to the donations to our Adopt-A-Day Calendar campaign, we
are grateful. For our many corporate sponsors and grant providers that support
our mission financially, we are grateful.
A recent guest said. “This community, this House and all of the volunteers have been
a wonderful blessing for me and my family. This is a home, there is love here.” She
remembered one of her favorite sayings and related it to Pay-It-Forward House; “A
house is built by human hands, a home is built by human hearts.” K.S.
Please know that we are grateful and are guests our grateful for all YOU do to help us
make Pay-It-Forward House a comfortable and comforting home.
Gratefully,

Kathy Overby
Member-at-Large
MaryLou Eubanks
Emeritus
Phil Eubanks
Emeritus
PLEASE help us spread
the word about our mission
on our Facebook page by
clicking “LIKE” and “SHARE”
our postings!
www.facebook.com/

PayItForwardHouse

What is Give DeKalb County?
Give DeKalb County on May 3rd is a
24-hour, online givedekalbcounty.org
(and/or in person) giving day supporting
local nonprofits and growing philanthropy
in DeKalb County, IL. This is an
opportunity for YOU, our donors,
to show your community pride
and support the Pay-It-Forward
House’s mission. You can help by making a donation on May 3rd, and also by
“liking” and “sharing” our social media posts with your friends and family.
Help us continue to be able to provide a good night’s rest for the families of
patients receiving medical treatment in DeKalb County, thank you!
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Return Service Requested

Save the Date!

Do you like getting OUR HOUSE Newsletter?

Thank you for
helping us

We love sharing our Guest stories and
the impact of our mission with YOU!
So, in an effort to save money (and trees)...
please help us GO GREEN and SAVE MONEY.

Please subscribe to our e-newsletter.

Sign up and you’ll get a once per month email and twice a year
OUR HOUSE newsletter delivered to your email inbox with;
 Guests stories that inspire

How do I sign up?

 Upcoming events

It’s EASY!

 Upcoming volunteer opportunities

Go to our website:

 Donation information

payitforwardhouse.org
Click on the News & Events tab on the top right for the link!

